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Interesting Biography. 


The high spirited patriotism of Kentucky, with the 
powerful exertions she has made against the allied 
forces of the enemy, noticed in many parts of the 
RueIsTER, gives peculiar interest to the following 
memoir and memorial of 


COLONEL DANIEL BOONE. 


The merit of opposing the hostile attacks of 
men regardless of every law of honor and hu- 
manity; counteracting the treacherous machina- 
tions of barbarians, who conceive an advantage can 
never be unjustly gained; and bearing up against 
continual party skirmishes, and uninterrupted har- 
rassments, in a contest for the uninclosed and un- 
frequented plains of nature, evidently deserve com- 
memoration, The general entrusted with the chief 
command of an army, who’ earns his fame by the 
capture of a troop, reduction of a town, province, or 
country, is stimulated by the fame, the natural con- 
sequence of his actions ; and secs the speedy end to 
the contest: but the former expects no epic muse 
to sing his worthy actions; though his valor is 
equally tried or rather teazed, by the continual and 
petty insults.of the disorganized and detached foe. 
To his couzxage he must add that persevering inte- 
grity which years of uninterrupted assaults cannot 
subdue. -If personal bravery, united with disinte- 
rested zeal for the good of that community of which 
he was a member, merit our notice, Daniel Boone 
should not be passed over in silence. Though not 
designed by fortune to display those talents which 
in an important campzign between the civilized pow- 
ers of Europe, would have inrolled his name in the 
list of worthies; yet fortunately for the cause of 
virtue, and the just success of his fame, his labors 
are not consigned to oblivion; but unlike some of 
those beauteous productions of nature in the lenely 
theatre of his actions, “born to waste their sweet- 
ness on the desert air,” were by their author pluck- 
ed from their native soil, and presented to his 
friends. 

Dantet Boonr was born, as we are informed, near 
Bridgenorth, in Somersetshire, (England) about the 
year 1730. While he was young: his parents emi- 
grated to America and settled in North-Carolina, 
where he was bred to the profession of arms, and 
was very early retained in the service of that coun- 
try on the part of the Enghsh government. He 
passed through all the inferior gradations to the 
post of colonel, in which capacity he distinguished 
himself as the most active, zealous, and useful of 
the original settlers of Kentucky. It was his fre- 
quent combats with the Indians on that occasion, 
during a period of thirteen years, which render him 
the object of this memoir. The particulars of his 
campaigns, if they deserve that name, will be read 
with more pleasure as left us by himseélf, where, 
though devoid of art, and the ornaments a quali- 
fied biographer might have furnished, there may be 
seen the stamp of unexaggerated authenticity, and 
lively feelings of the patriot, citizen, parent and 
friend. ! 

“Ft was on the first of May, 1769, that T resigned 
my domesti¢e ‘happiness, and left my family and 
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peaceful habitation on the Yadkin river, in North 
Carolina, to wander through the wildernesses of 
America, in quest of the country of Keniucky, in 
company with John Finley, John Stuart, Joseph 
Holden, James Money, and William Cool. On the 
seventh of June, after travelling through 4 mountain- 
ous wilderness, in a western direction, we found 
ourselves on Red river, where John Finley had 
formerly been trading with the Indians; and from 
the top ofan eminence saw with pleasure, the beau- 
tiful levcl of Kentucky. For some time we had ex- 
perienced the most uncomfortable weather. We 
now encamped, mde a shelter to defend us from 
the inclement season, and began.to hunt and recon- 
noitre the country. We found abundance of wild 
beasts in this vast forest. The buflaloes were more 
numerous than cattle on other settlements, browz- 
ing upon the leaves of the cane, or cropping the 
herbage of these extensive plains. We saw hun- 
dreds inadrove, and the numbers about_the salt 
springs were amazing. In this forest,the habitation of 
beasts of every American kind, we hunted. with suc- 
cess until December. On th. 22nd of December, John 
Siuart and [had a pleasing ramble; but fortune chang- 
ed the day at the close of it. We had passed through 
a great forest, in which stood myriads of trees, some 
gay with blossoms, others rich\ with fruits. Nature 
had here a series of wonders and a fund of delights. 
Here she displayed her ingenuity and industry in a 
variety of flowers and fruits, beautifully colored, 
elegantly shaped, and charmingly flavored ; and we 
were diverted with numberless animals: presentin 
themselves perpetually to our view. In the decline 
of the day, near the Kentucky river, as we decend- 
ed the brow ofa small hill, a number of Indians 
rushed out of a thick cane brake, and made us pri- 
soners. They plundered us, and kept us in confine- 
entseven days. During this time, we discovered 
no uneasiness or desire to escape, which made them 
less suspicious; but in the dead of night, as we lay 
by a large fire ina thick cane brake, when sleep 
had locked up their senses, my situation not dispos- 
ing me to rest, I gently awoke my companion. We 
seized this favorable opportunity and departed, di- 
recting our course towards our old camp ; but found 
it plundered and our companions dispersed or gone 
home. About this time,my brother, Squire Boone, 
with another adventurer, who came to explore the 
country shortly aficr us, was wandering through the 
forest, and accidentally found our camp. Notwith- 
standing our unfortunate circumstances, and our 
dangerous situation, surrounded by hostile savages, 
our mecting fortunately in the wilderness gave us 
the most sensible satisfaction. Soon after this, my 
companion in captivity, John Stuart, was killed by 
the savages; and the man that came with my _ bro- 
ther returned home by hinself.. Wewete then ina 
dangerous, helpless situation, exposed daily to pe- 
rils and death, amongst savages and wild beasts, 
not a whiteman in the country but ourselves. Thus, 
many hundred miles from our families, in the howl- 
ing wilderness, we did not continue in a state of in- 
dolence, but hunted every day, and prepared a lite 
tle cottage to protect us from the winter storms. 
We met with no disturbance during the winter. Oa 





the first of May, 1770, ny brother retarned heme by 
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himself, for a new recruit of horses and ammuni-irid, that it is impossible to behold them without 

tion, leaving me alone, without bread, salt, or sugar,|terror.. Until the 6th of June, 1774, 1 remained 
or even a horse or dog. I passed a few days uncom-!with my family on the Clench, when 1 and Michael 
fortubly. The idea of a beloved wife and family,!Sconer were solicited by governor Dunmore, of Vir- 
and their anxiety on my account, would have expos-! ginia, to conduct a number of surveyors to the falls 
ed me to melancholy, if { had further indulged of Ohio. ~This was a tour of near eight hundred 
the thought. One day Tundertook a tour through) miles, and took us sixty-two davs. On my return, go- 
the country, when the diversity and beauties of na-| vernor Dunmore gave me the command of three gar- 
ture I met with in this charming season, expelled isons, during the eanypaign against the Shawanese 

evéry gloomy thought. Just at the elose of the day,/In March, 1775, at the solicitation of a number of 
the gentle gales ceased; a profound calm ensued ;/ gentlemen of North-Carolina, t attended their treaty 
not a breath shook the tremulous leaf. F had gain-| at Wataga, with the Cherokec Indians, to purchase 
ed the summit of 2 commanding ridge, and looking) the lends on the south side of Kentucky river. Afier 
round with astonishment and delight, beheld the) this I undertook to mark out a road in the best pas- 
ample plains and beauteous tracts below. On one sage from the settlements, through the wilderness 
hand the famous Ohio, rolling in silent dignity, and | to Kentucky. Having collected a num) er of enter- 
marking the western boundary of Kentucky with! prising men, well armed, I soon began this work. 
inconceivable grandeur. At «vast distance I beheld! We proceeded until we came within fifteen miles of 
the mountains lft their venerable brows and pene-; where Boonsborough now stands, where the Indians 
trate the clouds. Alithings were still Tf kindled a attacked us, and killed two, and wounded two more. 
fire near a fountain ef sweet water, and feasted on This was the 20th of March, 1775. Three days af- 
the loin ofabuck, which afew hours before, I had | ter they attacked us again; we had two killed and 
killed. The shades of night soon overspread the three wounded. After this we proceeded on to Ken- 
hemisphere, and the earth seemed to gasp after the/tucky river without opposition. On the first of April 
hpvering moisture. My excursion had fatigued my we began to erect the fort of Boonsborough, at a 
body and amused my mind. ‘I laid me down to sleep, salt lick, sixty yards from the river, on the south 
and awoke not until the-sun had chased away the! side. On the 4th, they killed one of our men. On the 
mght. T continued this tour, and in a few days ex-| 14th of June, having finished the fort, I returned to 
plored a great part of the country, each day equally! my family, on the Clench. Soon after, I removed 
pleased as the first; after which I returned to my/ my family to this fort : we arrived safe ; my wife and 
old camp, which had not been disturbed. in my ab-| daugirters being the first white women that stood on 
sence. I did not confine my lodging to it,” but of- the banks of Kentucky river. December 24th, the 
ten reposed in thick cane brakes, to avoid the sa-' Indians killed one man and wounded another, secm- 
vages, who, f believe, often visited my camp, but! ing determined to persecute us for erecting this fort. 
fortunately during my absence. No populous citys' July 14th, 1776, two of colonel Calway’s daughters 





With ail the varieties 6f commerce and stately struc-|and one of mine, were taken prisoners near the fort : 
tures, could a‘ford so much pleasure to my mind as /I immediately pursued the Indians with only eigh- 
the beauties of nature I found in this country. Un-!teen men. On the 16th I overtook them, killed two 
til the 27th of July I spent the time in an u:inter-jof them, and recovered the girls. The Indians had 
rupted scene of svyivan pleasures, when my brother, | divided themselves into several parties, and attack- 
to my great felicity, met me, according to appoint-jed, on the same day, all our settlements and forts, 
ment, at ourold camp. Soon after we left the place,/doing a great deal ef mischief. The husbandman 
and proceeded to Cumberland river, reconnoitring!| was shot dead in the field, and most of the cattle 
that part of the country, and giving names to the, were destroyed. They continued their hostilities un- 
different rivers. In March, 1771, I returned home /|tilthe 15th of April, 1777, when a party of one hun 

to my family, being determined to bring them, as) dred of them attacked Boonsborough, and killed one 
soon as possible, at the risk of my life and fortune,| man, and wounded four. July 4th, they attacked it 
to reside in Kentucky, which I esteemed a second! again with two hundred men, and killed us one, and 
paradise. Qn my return, T found my family in hap-| wounded two. They remained forty-eight hours, dur- 
py circumstances. I sold my farm at Yadkin, and|ing which we killed seven of them. All the settle- 
what goods we *ould not earry with us; and on the! ments were attacked at the same time. July 19th, 
25th of September, 1773, we bade farewell to our, colonel Logan’s fort was besieged by two hundred 
friends, and proceeded on our journey to Kentucky, | Indians. They did much mischief: there were only 
im Company with five more families, and forty men| fifteen men in the fort; they killed two and wounded 
that jomed.tis in Powell’s valley, which is one hun-| four of them. Indians’ loss unknown. July 25th, 
dred and fifty miles from the now settled parts of| twenty-five men. came from Carolina. About August 
Kentucky; but this promising beginning was icehaetts aoe Bowman arrived with one hundred 
overcast with a cloud of adversity. On the 10th-ef/men from Virginia. Now we began to strengthen, 
October, the rear of our company was attacked by aland had skirmishes with the Indians almost every 
nuraber of Indians, who killed six, and wounded one! day. The savages now learned the superiority of 
min. Of these my eldest son was ope that fellin the|the longknife, as they call the Virginians; being 
action. Though we repulsed the enemy, yet this un-|out-generalled almost in every battle. Our affairs 
happy catficir scattered our cattle, brought us into} began to wear a new aspect ; the enemy did not now 
extreme difficulty, and go discouraged the whole! venture open war, but practised secret_pischief.— 
company, that we retreated forty miles to Clench ri-|January Ist, 1778, I went with thirty men to the 
ver. We had passed over two mountains, Powell’s and | Blue Licks, en Licking river, to make salt for the 
Waiden’s, and were approaching Cumberland moun-j different garrisons. February 7th, hunting by my- 
tain, when this adverse fortune overtook us. These self, *o procure meat for the company, I meta par- 
mountains are in the wilderness, in passing from the! ty of one hundred and two Indians, and two French- 
old sctileraents in Virginia to Kentticky, are ranged| men, marching against Boonsborough. They pursued 
ina S. Ws and N. E. direction, are of great length} and took me. The next day I capitulated for my 
and breadth, and not far distant from each other.—| men, knowing they could not escape. They were 
Over them, nature fias formed passes, less difficult) twenty-seven in number, three having gone home 
than might belexperted trom ghe view of such huge} with salt. The Indians, according to the capitulation, 
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pitts “Phedtspectof these cliffs is so wild and hor-! used us generously. They carried us to Gid Chilico- 
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4 
fae, the principal Indian town on the Little Miami. 444 in number, commanded by captain Dugnesne, 
On the 18th of February we arrived there, after an}and eleven other Frenchmen, and their own chiefs, 
uncomfortable journey, in very severe weather. Onj|came and summoned the fort. I requested two days 
the 10th of Marchd and tenef my men were cou-)consideration, which they granted. During this, we 
ducted to Detroit. Qn the 30th we arrived theve,| brought in, threugh the posterns, all the horses and 
and were treated by governor Hamilton, the British! other cattle we could collect. On the 9th, in the 
commander at that post, with greathumanity The|evening, I informed their commander, that we were 
{ndians had such an affection for me, that they re-|determined to defend the fort while a man was hy- 
fused one hundred pounds sterling offered them byjing. ‘They then proposed a tneaty, and said, if we 
the governor, if the woud leave me w.th the others,|}sent outnme men to conclude it, they would With. 
on purpose that he might send me home on my |draw. The treaty was held within sixty yaras of tbe 
parole. Several English gentlemen there, sensible|fort, as we suspected the savages. The articles weet 
of my adverse fortune, and touched with sympathy,|agreed to and signed; when the Indians told es, it 
generously offered to supply my wants, whith I de-} was their custoni for two Indians to shake hands with 
clined with many thanks, adding, that I never ex-|every white man, as an evidence ef friendship. We 
pecied it would be in my power to recompense such) «greed to this also. They immediately grapp led us 
unmeritied generosity.. On the 10th of April they | to take us prisoners; but we-cleared ourselves 7% 
brought me towards Gld Chilicothe, where we arriv-| them, though surrounded by hundreds, and game 
ed on the 25th day of the same month. This was ajthe fort safe, excepi one that was wounded by a hes 
iong and fatiguing march through an exceeding fer-| vy fre from their army. On this they began to an- 
tile country, remyriable for fine springs andstreams,dermine the fort, beginning at the water-mark ot 
of water. At Chil:cothe I spent my time as comfort-| kentucky river, which is sixty yards from the fox’ 
ably as I could expect; was adopted, according to, We discovered this by the water being made muddy 
their custom, mto a family, where I became a son, With the clay, and countermined them by cutting 2 
and had a great share in the affections of my new pa-|trench across their subterranean passage. ‘The enc- 
rents, brothers, sisters and friends. I was exceeding-) my, discovering this, by the clay we threw out of the 
Jy familiar and friendly with them, always appearing: fort, desisted. Gn the 20th of August they raised 
as cheerful and satished as possible, wnd they put,;the siege. During this dreadful siege we bad two 
great confidence inme, I ofien went a hunting witk | men killed and four wounded. We st anumber 0+ 

them, and frequently gained their applause for my|cattle. We killed 37 of the enemy and wounded 4 
activity at our shooting matches, I was careful not great number. We pieked up 125 pounds of the:r 
to exceed many ef them in sheoting ; for no people | buliets, besides what stuck im the logs of the fort. 
are more envious than they are in this sport. I could; Soon after this IL went into the settiement, and no- 
observe in their countenances and gestures the great-|thing worthy of notice passed for some time. In 
est expressions of joy when they exceeded me, and July 1779, during my absence, col. Bowman with 
when the reverse happened, of envy. The Shawa-/160 mca went against the Shawanese of Old Chil- 
nese king tock great notice of me, and ireated with 'cothe. He airived undiscovered ; a battle ensued, 
profound respect and entice friendship, of-en entrust-| which lasted till 10 in the morning, when col. Bow - 
ed me to hunt at my liberty. I frequently returned}man retreated 30. miles. The Indians collected ali 
with the spoils of the woods, and as often presenied |their strength and pursucd him, when another en- 
some of what I had takcn to him, expressive of myjgagement ensued for two hours, not to col. Bow. 
duty tomy sovereign. My food and lodging was in|man’s advantage. Col. Harrod proposed to mount a 
common with them; not so good, indeed, as [could jnumber of horses, and break the enemy’s line, who 
desire, but necessity made every thing acceptable, Ijat this time fought with rémarkable fury. Yhis des- 
now began to meditate an escape but carefully avoid-|perate measure had a happy effect, and the savages 
ed giv.ng suspicion. Until the 1st of June I conti-| fled on allsides. In these two battles we had nine 








nued at Uld Chilichothe, and then was taken to the 
sult springs on the Sciota, and kept there ten days, 
making salt. Buring this time I hunted with them, 
and found the land, tor a great extent about this ri- 





men killed and one wounded.. The enemy’s loss was 
uncertain, only two scalps being taken. June 22d, 
1780, about 600 Indians and Canadians under col. 
Bird, attacked Riddie’s and Martin’s stations, and 


ver, to exceed the soil of Kentucky, if possible, and | the forts of Licking river, with 6 pieces of artillery 


remarkably well watered. ©n my srcturn to Chilico-| they took all the inhabitants captive, and. killed! 
the, 450 of the choicest Indian warriors were ready |one man and two women, and loaded the ethers with 
to march against Boonsborough, painted and armed the heavy baggage, and such as ¢ailed in the jour- 
ina dreadfui manner. This alaymed me and i deter- | ney were tomahawked. The hostile disposition oi 
esl to eS On the 16th of June, before sun-' the savages caused gen. Clark, the commandant at 
er ph oft secretly, ame seated 0 gearpee pel falls of Chio, to march with his regiment and the 
on the 20th; a journey of one hundred and sixty armed force of the countrv against Peceaway, the 
J PETG, SE S1StY |: ce : y age away, the 
miles, during which I had only one meal. JI found | principal town of the Shawanese, on a branch of the 
our fortress in a bad siate; but we immediately re-!great Miami, which he finished with oreat su 3 
: St . igreat Nhami, Which he nnishead with great success, 
paired our flanks, gutcs, posters, and formed double | took 17 scalps and burned the tewn to ashes, with 
bastions, which we completed in tep days. ‘One of|the lossof 17 men. About this time I returned to 
my fellow-prisoners, escaping afier me, brought ad-, Kentucky withamy family ; forduring my captivity, 
Vice, on on account of my fight, the Lilies hacl} my wife, thinking me killad by the Indians, hac. 
Bcd t | expedition for three weeks. About Au it ‘ansported ny family sid goods on horse’, threug), 
gus Ist, set out with nineteen men, to surprise | the wilderness, amidst many dangers, to her father’s 
ee oe oe on vena Within four miles house, in North Carolina. ‘The history of my ditz 
ne eH in with thirty Indians going against Boons-|culties in going and returning, is too long to be in 
29 We fought and the enemy gave Way. We)serted here. On the.6th of October, 1780, soon at 
~ nae ag loss. chp enemy had one killed ant two)|termy settling again at Boonsborough, 1 went wit! 
wounded. We too three hot ses, and all their bag-)my brother to the Blue Licks ; and, on our return, 
gage. The Indians hav ng evacuated their town, and|he was shot by a party of Indians; they followe: 
fone altogether against Boonsborough, we returned, }me by the scent ofa dog, which I shot. and escape: 
PasSed them on the 6th day, and on the 7th arrived|'The severity of the winter caused creat distress i, 


ate Pat rn “rome » > . an ~ is * , r ! ° 
safe at Boonshorough. On the Sth, the Indian ai my,'Kentucky, the enem: during the summer? having de». 
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stroyed most of the corn. The inhabitants lived,;them within two miles of their towns, and we should 
chiefly on Buffaloes’ flesh. In spring 1782, the Indi-j have obtained a great victory had noi some of them 


ans harrassed us. In May, they killed one man at 
Ashton’s station, and took a negro. Czpt. Ashton 
pursued them with 25 men; and, in an engagement 
which lasted two hours, he was obliged to retreat, 
having eight killed and four mortally wounded ; 
their brave commander fell in the action. August 


met us when about 200 poles from their camp. The 
savages ficd in the utmost disorder, and evacuated 
all their towns. We burned to ashes Old Ciuicothe, 
Peccaway, New-Chilicothe, Wills-Town and Chili- 
cothe ; entirely destroyed their corn and other fruits, 
and spread desolation through their country. We 


10, two boys were carried off from major Foy’s sta-|took seven prisoners and five scalps, and lost only 


tion. Capt. Holder pursued with 17 men: they 
were also defeated, and lost four and one wounded. 
Our affairs became more and more alarming. The 
savages infested the country, killing men at every 
epportunity. Ina field, near Lexington, an Indian 


four men, two of whom were accidently killed by 
ourselves. 

This campaign damped the enemy, yet they made 
secret incursions. In October, a party attacked Crab 
Orchard ; and one of them, being 2 good way before 


shot aman, and running to scalp him, was himself the others, boldly entered a house, in which were 


shot from the fort, and feli dead upon his enemy. All 
the Ind‘an nations were now united against us. Au- 
gust 15, 500 Indians and Canadians came against 
Briant’s station, five miles from Lexington: they 
assaulted the fort, killed all the cattle reund it; but 
being repulsed, they retired the third day, having 
about 3u killed, their wounded uncertain. The gar- 
rison had four killed and three wounded. August 
18, col. Todd, col. Trigg, major Harland, and my- 
self, speedily collecied 176 men well armed, and 
pursued the savages. They had marched beyond 
the Blue Licks, to a remarkable bend of the main 
fork of the Licking river, about forty-three miles 
from Lerington,where we overtook them on the 19th. 
The savages obser jie us, gave Way ; and we, ig- 
horant of their numbers, passed the river. When 


only a woman and her children, and a negro man. 

he savage used no violence, but attempted to car- 
ry off the negro, who happily proved too strong for 
him and threw him on the ground, and in the strug- 
gle the woman cut off his head with an axe, winlst 
her little daughter shut the door. The savages in- 
stantly came up, and applied their tomahawks to 
the door, when the mother putting an old rusty gun- 
barrel through a crevice, the savages went off. From 
that time until the happy return of peace between 
the United States and Great Britain, the Indians did 
us no mischief. Soon after the Indians desired peace. 
Two darling sons and a brother I have lost by savage 
hands, which have also taken forty valuable horses 
and an abundance of cattle. Many dark and sleep- 
less nights have I spent, separated from the cheer- 





they saw one proceedings, having greatly the advan- 
tage in situation, they formed their lineof battle from | 
one bes of the Licking to the other, about a mile| 
from the Biue Licks. The battle was exccedingly | 
terce for shout fifteen minutes, when we, bemz| 
overpowere!l by numbers, were obliged to retrext,! 
w.th the loss of sixty-seven men, seven of whom 
were taken prisoners The brave and much lament- 
ed colonels Todd and Tiigg, major Herland, and my 
second sun, were among the dead. We were after- 
wards told, that the Indians on numbering their 
dead, finding they had four more killed than we, 
jour of our people that they had taken were given 
up to their yourg warriors,to be put to death after 
their barbarous manner. Gn our retreat we were 
met by col. Logan, who was hastening to join us with 
2 number of well-aemed men: this powerful assist-| 


ance we wanted on the dav of battle. The enemv' 





ful society of men, scorched by summer’s sun, and 
pinched by the winter’s cold, an instrument ordained 
to settle the wilderness. But now the scene is chang- 
ed; peace crowns the sylvan shade. 

DANIEL BOONE. 
Fayette county, Kentucky” 





. r 
Legislature of Kentucky. 
Janrany 18, 1812. 
To the honorable, the senate and heuse of representa- 
tives of the zeneral assembly of the state of Ken- 
tucky—ilie memorial of Daniel Boone, 
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 

That your memorialist, possessed from his youth 
with an ardent desire for enterprise and discovery, 
and having as early as about the year 1769, rece ved 
some vague information, respecting the country now 


re ~ ~ : A sees < * a © hd *% a he Pa ra ‘+S ; e hal 
£2ic, oné more fire from us would have made them)|composing the state of Kentucky; seon after set out 


$cive Way. 
but sorrow fills mv heart: 


ane eotip nt pAAe oe ginaad > if . . . ~ _ . 
Ecannot refiect upen this dreadful scene! from his residence in North Carolina, to explore the 
a vo: Gt thn Aofon . . . . 
a ze«} for the deience of|same, in company with one other, who falling sick 


=! <t , ~_ ig -} > ech = AVA DAG 41 acre , ra m4 ! 4 > “4 
theii countzy led these heroes to the scene of action,/on the hezd waters of the Kentucky river, vour me- 
thougn with afew men, to attack a powerful army|morialist proceeded alone to the heights which 


ye ota se So 


RAT ABR hie Lam 


a a ll ee i ee ee ee, 


of experienced warriors. When we gave way, they|overlook this terrestial paradise, from whence he 
pursued us with the utmost eagerness, and in every|descended into these fertile plains, which are une- 
quarter spread destruction. The river was difficult|qualled on our earth, and lay the the fairest claim 
to cross, anil many were killed in the fight: some|to the description of the garden of God. Your me- 
just entering the river, some in the water, others|morialist, after returning to his companion, whorn 
after crossing, in ascending the cliffs. Some escap-jhe had supplied with provisions to last in his ab- 


ed ow horseback, afew on foot; and being dispers-| 
ed every where,a few hours brourht the melancho.| 
iv news 6f this unfortunate battle to Lexington. Ma-| 
1y Widows Were now made. The reader may guess| 
what sorrow filled the hearts of the inhabitants, ex-| 
ceeding any thing Tam abie to describe. Being re- 
inforce.l we returned to bury the dead, and found 
their bodies strewed every where, cut nd mangled 
sna dreadful manner. This mournful scene exhibit- 
ed a horror almost unparalleled : some torn and eat- 
e7 by wiid beasts; those in the river caten by fish : 
wt, in such a putrified condition that no one could be 


distinguished from another. When gen. Clark, at 
£ 


sence, proceeded with him, to take a more thorough 
survey of the country ; and from its enchanting ap- 
pearance, became inspired with the resolution, not 


to suffer it longer to remain an unknown wilderness, 


itenanted only by wild beasts, and visited casuatiy 


by wandering savages ; a spot which seemed to be 
pointed out by the finger of heaven, to administer 
the choicest felicities to millions of human beings.— 
He returned home and determined to risk his hopes, 
and his little all of property, in this delightful abode ; 
delightful beyond the most sanguine wish of man, 
had not danger and hardship stood in the way of the 
golden fruit. Your memorialist accordingly em- 





the falls of Ohio, heard of our disaster, he ordered 


jployed about twenty men to accompany him again 


an expedition to pursue the savages. We overtook to the westward, witha view tohunt; and to make 
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further discoveries, and if possible, lay the founda- 
tion of a future settlement of the country, That 
after your memorialist, with his company had ar- 
rived in the country he had visited before, and had 
succeeded in procuring a great quantity of peltry 
and furs, which were of immense value; the party 
were attacked by the Indians, and routed, with se- 
veral killed, and plundered at the same time of all 
the fruits of their toils—That it being deiermmed 
by the survivors of the purty, who accompanied 


| your memorialist, to return home, while he himself, 


resolved to remain ; they accordingly left your me- 
morialist alone, and weni back to North-Curolina. 

Thus was your memorialist for many months, a so- 
litary wanderer and exile, ina vast wilderness, un- 
trodden hy the foot of civilized man; surrounded 
by savages who thirsted for his blood—and hunted 
him like a wild beast. An overruling Providence, 
however, seems to have waiched over his life, and 
preserved him to be the humble instrument in settling 
one of the fairest portions of the new world. Some 
of his companions had promised to return for him 
with horses; afiér many months they did so, and 
he was again cheered with the prospect of being en- 
abled once more to revisit his family and friends ; 
and from the peltry and furs they had again an op- 
portunity of taking with them, to recruit his shat- 
tered circumstances; discharge the debis he had 
contracted by the adventure ; and shortly return un- 
der better auspices, to settle the new discovered 
country. But how was this hope blasted, when 
they were again surprised and attacked by the sa- 
Vvages, and the survivors obliged to fiy for their 
lives! Your memorialist once more reached home, 
after hardships which would defy.credibility in the 
recital. 

But though his hopes seemed now about to close 
in forever ; yet under a velief that a benevolent Pro- 
vidence could never intend so fertile and desirable 
a country, should remain a waste, he did not des- 
pair. He accordingly proceeded a third time to 
make the experiment, which he knew must suc- 
ceed or prove his last. 

Your memorialist need not recite the settlement 
of Boonsborough—its unparalleled and successful re- 
sistance to the combined force of the British and 
Indians—the fatal fields which were dyed with the 
blood of the early settlers, amongst whom some of 
his dearest connexions are numbered. The history 
of the settlement ef the western country, is the his- 
tory of his life. 

He may claim without arrrogance, to have been 
the author of the principal means which contributed 
to the settlement of a country on the Mississippi 
and its waters, which now produces the happiness 
of a million of his fellow creatures ; and of the ex- 
ploring and acquisition of a country that will make 
happy many miflions in times to come. Your memo- 
rialist has given the foregoing imperfect sketch of 
his labors, and his claims to the remembrance of 
his country in general. He will now beg leave to 
observe to you, that out of this vast extent of coun- 
try, he is unable to call a single acre his own. 

He never had «a desire for accumulating great 
wealth; he in fact, was ignorant how to acquire it, 
except from the chase, or by the regular fruits of 
honest industry. 

He intended to contribute every thing in his pow- 
er to the settlement of the new country, not to mo- 
nopolise, but to share in common with others its ad- 
vantages. Unacquainted with the niceties of law, he 
cid not intend to locate lands for others, but to take 
up a reasonable portion of those which were good, 


some little settled, laid out the chief of his little pro- 
perty to procure land warrants ; and having raised 
about £20,000 in paper money, with which he intend- 
ed to purchase them, on his way from this country to 
Richmond he was robbed. of the whole, and left des- 
titute of the means of procuring more. The few 
lands he afterwards was enabled to locate, were 
through his ignorance generally swallowed up, and 
lost by better cluims. Thus situated, and still animat- 
ed with the love of discoveries and adventure, about 
1794 he passed over to.the Spanish province of Up- 
per Louisiana, under an assurance from the gover- 
nor who resided at St. Louis, that ample portions of 
land should be given to him and his family: And 
this provision appeared the more necessary to your 
memorialist, inasmuch as old age was fast advanc- 
ing upon him, and he had scarcely where to lay his 
head. 

The reception he met with from the Spanish go- 
vernor was equal to his expectations. Ten thousand 
acres of choice land were marked out, and given to 
him for his ownuse, on the Missouri; mee the 
title was not completed, because that could only be 
done at New-Orleans, He was Syndic or chief of 
the district of St. Charles, and honored by the kind- 
ness of his superior, who informed your memorialist, 
his actual residence on the land given him, which 
was a usual condition of a Spanish grant, should be 
dispensed with in consequence of his public trust 
requiring his residence elsewhere. Your memorial- 
ist hailed the acquisition of Louisiana by the Ameri. 
can government, as it was the country and not the 
government he had gone in pursuit of; nor, could 
the little distinction he held, and which he had be- 
fore begged permission, on account of his age, to 
resign, have operated as the slightest check to the 
joy he experienced, on seeing a vast country, with 
much fertile soil, about to be owned by freemen— 
but when your memorialist came to lay his claim 
before the commissioners of land claims in that ter- 
ritory, appointed by congress, they were compelled 
from the strict instructions by which they were go- 
verned, to reject it, for want of cultivation and actu- 
al residence. 

Thus your memorialist was left once more, at 
about the age of eighty, to be a wanderer in the 
world. 

Having no spot he can claim as his own, whereon 
to lay his bones; your memorialist has laid his case 
before congress. He cannot bui feel, so long as 
feeling remains, that he has a just claim upon his 
country for land to live on, and to transmit to his 
children after him. Ue cannot help on an occasion 
like this, to look toward Kenticky—From a small 
acorn, she has become a mighty oak; furnishing 
shelter and support to upwards of 400,000 souls.— 
Very different, indeed, is her appearance now, from 
the time when your memorialist with his little band, 
began first to fell the forest and construct their rude 
fortification at Boonsborough—But, however he has 
assisted at her birth; has watched over her imfancy, 
when she was like to be strangled by the savage ser- 
pent; and can point to the spots where the savage 
lay in wait for his life; or from whence he was 
twice taken captive ; can remember effecting by his 
escape, the country’s salvation—however he might 
claim something at hcr hands to make nature com- 
fortable im her last decline, and to cast a cheering 
ray on the setting sun of life; in the hope that he 
might have it in his power, to leave something to 
his posterity, that they might not say he had hved 
in Vain; yet as hie is firmly conscious, that, however, 
be may haveaclaim upon the gratitude of the coun- 





for the use of himself and his posterity. To this end, 


Ae with much struggling, after the country became 





try he first settled, his services have not Leen cen 
fined to her, but are felt throughout the union, and 
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are likely to ie still more so, his élaim merits the ‘officer at Kingston, requesting leave to go ashore for 
regard ot congress. He therefure, solicits your ho-}a few minutes, but received no answer. Lieutenant 
norable body, to extend to him your support and in- colonel Chry ‘stie made a similar application on be. 
fluence, in aid of his petition before con; gress, pray- ,halfofa sick officer, and experienced a similar ne- 
ing for a grant of such quantity of land, in the said iglect. A British lieutenant on board the Earl of 
territory of Upper Louisiany, as they may think: Moir a, having witnessed! the effects of confinement 








—_— —_— ——— ee ee 


right; trusting it will net be less than the said 10, 009 \in that miserable dungeon, permitted some of the § 


acres, which remains plainly marked owt and unap-! American officers to walk on the adjoming what 
propriated, and your memorialist will ever pray. ‘with himself. For this act of humanity, he was de- 
DANIEL BOGNE.  |prived of his sword! Liéutenant ‘Turner being sick, 

Ordered—That the said memorial be referred tojremamed behind at Kingston for a few days, and 
Messrs. ¥. Ewing, Hopkins, Caldwell, Southgate, signed a parole which gave him the limits of ihe 
Bullock and Walker. vhole town. When he became a little convalescent, 
lie stepped across the street into a shop, to have him. 

Report of the conmittee to whom was referred the | 3°) lt ‘shaved. An offtter was despatched to order him 
memorial of Daniel Boone. i ack to his room; but finding the barber had not 


. ; finishe Lt i¢ Operation, amement’s respite was allow- 
The legislature of Kentucky, taking into view led . ' 


the many eminent services rendered by coionel) 
Paniel Boone, inexploring and settling the w estern | 
eountry; from which great advant ages have result-! 


This unmanly weakness did not escape the Keen 
‘ve of colonel V incent. .The subaltern was arresi- 
‘ed, and another officer of better nerves, instantly 


despatched to force the sick American from the 
> Cf g ' 
ed, not only to this state, but to hiscountry im ge- ‘hands of the barber, shaved crnot shaved. Descend- 


neral; and that from circumstances over which he | ed the St. Lawrence from Kingston, on the 26th 
s 4a i ai . > . il 
had no control—he is now reduced to poverty, no tl , > 
. a aa a eC ie . +} ‘ . To. 2. -_" r ‘ ° 
having, so tur as appears, an acre ot land out of} ctober in a brigade of bat: psa strong guard, 
t! t te he h re at  ootmaatibed by Captains Evans and Niern, and quar- 
re ~ 1 ¢ ae ral t > i? 

a lis R rrit wehbe » he has been a great instrument in | ter.master Finney. ‘These officers performed their 
abe a Belies ing also, that it is as unjust: us 1 "| respective duties with vigilance, but not without 
is impolitic, that useful enterprise and eminent ser poli teness.—Reached Prescott (opposite to Ogdens- 
vices, should go unrewarded by a government,'| burg) on the 27th. Colonel Pearson commanded 
wherein merit confers the only distinction ; and hav- ‘this post. Ina recent passage out from England, 
ba comp = iP tag L awed : ge ty a grant oH ten ‘he had been taken by an American privateer, but re- 

bj 
I tan ge ld as oie _— f . ig ms on ‘captured near the port of Salem. Colonel Pearson 

Auisiana, would have been confirmed to him bv oa, Ft gat cl Beieed w Ss 
he thanisk sSaeiiianein’ taal tit Vis sant Gareit ‘made to us every acknowledgement, for the polite 

ot ; 3. Doge Ae Mrvory ness he himself had received while a prisoner. At 
Rca 4 alekee the hands of the general go- this place colonel Lefibridge, (the same who had a 
T Meke L 3, he 1 : P little time before made an attempt on Ogdens- 

¥ ith: ~ Bee e a assembly of the 2 burg) took command of the guard. He was polite 
yy on . . 14 eco 6¢ "> 
ea a e3 oe vs itucky, ae or sen : 3 and Fe- and attentive to his charge. At the mouth of the 

x . Ww sre 2 » *, Lv gm | e. " 
presen “ ives In congress, “be mye hed ed, tO MK! river Rasin, on the 29th October, we fell into the 
tse of their exertions to procure 2 grant of land iM hands of the deputy- quarter-master-genc ral, one 
the said pupinedl to said Boone, either to the ge 


“ ‘- ia whe ha «ar Gray, 3 sent hithe Tr to receive the prisone vs, by his s 
‘=> ) \eae : ty ‘ tt 


equitable claim, from the growls set furth 1 toy we were made to feel ‘our upprosch mack rier vo 
this legislature, by way of confirmatien, of © to )Vesnor general of his majesty’s provinces, by every 
. t id 2 
.. h other q qn: navi it vs ye in een Fs as shall be! act of studied indignity, which the low and vulgar 
S 

€ pine C ba i advisable, by way of dpnation. ‘mind of guarter-master Gray, could mvent, aided. by 
2d. Resolved, ‘Chat copies of these resolutions be! the insiructions of his excellency 

© sec 3 if of e 7e e ° ‘ e p : + 2 ‘d F . . 

transmitted by the governor, to our scnators and! Qa the night of the 30th we slept at Lachine, nine 

the mom es in congTess, together W ith copies of’ miles above Montreal. The next duy a triumphal 
1e me rt i 7 of said Boone to this leyislature for! | proc ession comme need. Under the pretence of po- 








sour further information. liteness to the officers, calaishes were provided for 
ener renner them, but with the real intention of giving better 
: tesla ie eflect to the precession; and with the same view a 

Br itish A! La Oi abimi Ls } larce escort #0 came up from Montreal. 
Journ déf an'iBmetican age " ( “captnred at Queem- 1 he march commenced. ear ly in the morning ; of 
own on the 13th October ) kept on his passuce from ficers in calaishes, at the head of the men; the whole 
Fort Read to Becton. ‘ he {preceded by the said de ‘pnty-quarter-master-genera 1, 


Patt of the refrulars taken prisoners in the act is ho, sexted in his car, rode in triumph andl inso- 
aT Sure wars taker prisoners in the action{ienge. On entering Montreal, the bend begun to 
RaGd yecn sent to Yor k thie he ufier. yn thi L9th| play, and was occasionally Pe ae by Geld 1 niusic. 
October +? Lf rem: wand ?” embark: d for Xi mn tre al. — | 4; 1 ti 1s munpner the wi: rel cout mined through the 
Pouched at York ae receive the prisoner rs sent a> | Drine ip al: streets, to the tront of the palace, where a 
Read, and here e lieutgnant-colonel Scott, (the scnior| ualt was made, and the America officers ordered to 
an cr) und Heutenant Bailey, were shified “ the|dismount for the gratification of his excelleney.— 

poyal George of 22 guns; and heut cnant-co lonel | W hen a cumpetent time had becnallowed for staring 
ee stie, licutenants Ke amey, Huginin, § Sammons, | from the palace, the procession continued, the whole 
and Reid remained on board the Earl of Moira of 10 on foot, to the grand parade, and here marched from 
Suns ; and hee tena’ its M’Cartey, ‘Turner, Fink, and ‘hit to left betters the garrison, turned out for that 
. ae on board the e Simcoe. Besides seamen, there {nay ‘Phe parade being chp nant to accommodate 
seh atte 8, ‘board cach vesscia strong guard of land | the eine of spectators ; and suthe:ent time al- 


ehODS ne Howed to the garrison to look well in the free an cne- 
Arrived | at Kingston on the 21st, and remained till my without ‘ those vile things called guns,” the 
fhe 26th: during which period, officers and men jofficers were turned off to a hotel, and the other pri 

were conflued on board. Licutenant-colon ‘el Scott |soners to placesofconfinement. At the hotel a pa 
andres a ez to colonel a t; commanding Gu was given which linuted usto thecity. 
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"Lhes 
usage, did not fill up the measure of wrongs which 
this handfal of unfortunate Americans were doom- 
ed to suffer. 

At Kingston, seven prisoncrs were seduced from 
their allegiance to enter the British service. One oi 
these miscreants, by way of testifying his zeal to his 


indignities, of barbarous a exploded officers worn down by long confinement whilst in the 


ship’s hold, a third were seriously sick. The cli 
mute was severe, and no stove in the hold. In Bri- 
tish transports beef (or pork) is issued but. four 
times a week. For the other three days, the issues 
consist of small articles, of which butter and cheese. 
are principal parts. Neither of these had been laid 
in, and the bread, beef, and pork would have been 


royal master, Was induced to charge tieutenant-colo- 
net Scott with having killed.a British soldicr after 
the autcagey. This false and ridiculous accusation, 
the British officers affected to check ; 


arrival at Montreal, it had been reported to his ex-|for the United States at Quebec, the s 


rejected by convicts. 
only insufficient in quantity, but of qualities particu- 
but before our| karly destructive to the sick. There heing no agent 


The previsions were thus, not 


semor officer 


eellency, and was go generally propagsted.and be-lengaged a physician, and purchased hospital stores 


lieved at liead-quarters, as to render it, in the opmion jand medicimes. 
—_ somet Pree for both sick and well. 
ing'l 
would admi t,and fresh meat and soup furnished the 
men almost every day for the remainder of the pus- 


of a British officer, highly imprudent for hieutenant- 
enlonel Scott, to be seen in the streets. Thus was 
assassination invited by an infamous report, which 
sir George Prevost must have known to be false. 





Major -general Shaeffe, in his official despatch, could |sage. 


ft now became necessary to pur- 
Accord- 


y the best provision was made which the couatry 


Dec. 18, sailed eutof the Gut of Canso. Forc- 


have given no grounds for such a belief, because this;ed into Penobscot B ay onthe a and again into 


officer, and every other who was in the action, would; Portland en the 23d ‘December. 


January 5, 1815 


know it to be false. Captain Gibson and lieutenant|arrivec at Boston, after a mg cage of forty-six days 


Yo ten, (of the United States artillery) from their 
siiuation particularly know it to be so. 

November 2d, embarked for Quebec, guarded by 
Canadian militia. ‘The officers of this corps did eve-! 
ry thing in their power to ameliorate the condition | 
of the prisoners. Arrived before Quebec on the 7th, 
and ordered.on board a prison ship, anchored in the} 
middle of the river. The next morning a note was 
received from major-general Glassgow, commandi) ng 
officer at Quebec, stating, “I am directed to ac- 
quaint you, that his -excellency the commander of | 





from Quebec, and cighty-one f 


day a letter w 
the forces s,has thought proper to detain the prisoners; here frem St. 


rom Queenston. 








Naval Action. 





The following articles escaped attention at the time 


they should have been inserted; but are so irre- 
stably laughable that-ve dare not refrain trom 
me cing them among the curiosities of the times. 


( From the St. Ch: istopher’s Gazette of Oct. 9, 1812. 3 


Almoet unparalleled in British annals —On Wednes- 
ras received by a respectable merchant 
Bartholomews ! stating, that Ameri- 


of war on board the’ transports, and that the officers!can papers had reached that island of a late_ date, 
should also remain on board the transports with!and that in the New-York Gazette, appeared an ac- 


them.” 
ter in a floating dungeon; but lest our 


This afforded a tolerable prospect of a win-|count of a most brilliant action, we believe equally 
feclings| unparalleled in American annals ? The follow: ing is 


should not have been ‘sufficiently outraged by the! the substance of what has circulated amongst us 


past, we were courteously told in the sume note, as! On the vay 
tution of - 


also ‘from sir George, that “this measure is attri- 


Aug. the United States frigate Consti- 
4. (moun ting 54 heavy guns,) capt.. Hull, 


butable solely to the want of faith in the Amer ican! fi Ninw ith in mi! ajesty” s frigate Guerriere, (rated in 


government.” 
sort of British magnanimity. 
gold to France, 
rican. France obliged you to de clare var,” 
another. 


noble allies, the Indians, had stripped us of our|/y disasted, 

in the fuce of the British officers, after the |: oat flown J 
wounded, 22 of w hom went down with her, thre 

passed between the Ameri-jother p part of 


swords* 
surrender. 
A flag of truce having 
can and British comm: anders i in chief, we are told to} 
prepare for departure, and lieutenant-eolonels Scott} 
and Chrystie only permitted to go ashore. The latter 
tinally obtained permission to return home by land. 
While at Quebec, between fifteen and twenty} 
[rishmen, (naturalized citizens, and having several 
of them families inthe United States) were separa- 
ted from the other prisoners, and put on board a ship 
of war to be sent to Botany Bay, or executed for 
bearing arms agaifst a power, which, by its oppres- 
sions, had driven them from their native homes to 
seek shelter in a foreign laud. On the 20th Novem- 
ber sailed from Quebec for Boston, in acartel. The 
season was so far advanced, that the ship could not 
have becn insured against the dangers of the Guiph 
of St. Lawrence, and the coast, at a premium less 
than 40 or 50 per cent. Noy ember 28th, anchored 
in the Gut of Canso, to take in water and ballast ; 
the ship having sailed out of trim. Remained here 
fifteen days. Many had been sick before : the ship 
now became a perfect hospital. In the cabin, the 





Some of the swords, the least valuable, were re- 


We had frequent experience of this’ Steel’s list 38 guns) capt: in Dacres ; [in fuct the ac- 
“ Your government is|count adds, that the rencountre took place by ap- 
* suid an officer of r: ank, to aii Ame-|pointment, in consequence of a challenge from the 
said latter !] when an engagement commenced, and after 
There was safety in these insults—their|an 9 wl ion af 15 minutes, the Guerriere was complete- 


udin another quarter of an hour, she 
having had 16 or 19 killed and 63 


the crew having been saved by the 
Constitution!!! The account is dated, we under- 
stand, the 30th August, and appears in an offca:™ 
way, bei ing addressed by ¢ capt. Hull, to the apertite- 
ry of the navy. We shall not attempt to derogatc 
from the honor the American arms have achiever, 
by disputing the authenticity of this dispatch—N O- 


THING iS IMPOSSIBLE ! not even for a man Lo 
bite his own nose off / but this bears so hard on the 
term, that we must confess our doubts, as to the 


probability of the event, the force of the respective 
ships being considered! The Constitution is a fri- 
gate of the largest class in the American navy, anv 
THE GCERRIFRE AS FINE A FRIGATE AS WECAN BOAST 
oF; thut with so trifling a disparity of force ( for what 
is the disparity to be reckoned, when BRITISH TAC 

TICS are brought into the scale! ) such a result 
should take place, i in anengageme tof Aalfan hour, 
is What, in modern times, borders somewhat on the 
marvellous '—Captain Dacres is said to have sent 2 
mcssage in writing, which was accepted by captain 
Mull, “requesting a TETE-a-TRTE in a certain lati 

tude.” As soon as the ships hove in sight of each 





Sio?) ea an emoa rhing at. Quebec. 


other, the Guerriere began to fire (this must be : 
ah of: SOT? be Fire 


ist#ke ? as ti is wé khown our J 
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is such, that we are not fond of throwing powder away 
useless !_) and had actually fired three broadsides at 
before she came alongside of the Constitution ! !— 
Captain Hull writes, that his men gave three cheers 
as soon as they discovered the enemy! this is all 
right, and shews that the writer is well versed in 
reading our admiralty extracts. As we observed 
before, nothing is impossible! but we believe it is 
customary for our commanders in general, to write 
their de spatches promptly after an action; while we 
see captain Huil suifers a lapse of eleven days, be- 
fore his offcialdespatch to the minister—He takes no 
merit to himself, (another feature of British dis- 
paicnes !!!) but throws all praise on the conduct and 
tactics of captain Dacres and the crew of the Guer- 
riere, and modestly concludes (a second Nelson !) 
that every man on'board the Constitution “did his 
a@iuiy!!? That an action may have taken place is 
probable, but, that the above has been the result, 
(though it has appeared ina Gazette) we disbelieve, 
for the reasons we have assigned. 
(it was proved before a congressional committee, 
by the oaths of two respectable gentlemen, that the 
Guerriere mounted 54 guns.)— 





67 By such articles as these is poor “John Ball” 
cheated and deceived. 
money ?—he gives the hint, and one of his printers 


immediately kills Bonaparte, annihilates his army, | 
&c. &c. we record the following as well for the fun, 
of the thing itself, as to shew the credence due} 


which each gun carried, that at every broadside, 
the Constitution discharged 777 Ibs. of meial, and 
that the. Guerriere disch/rged: but 526 lbs. The 
proportion is therefore as two to three, and conse- 
quently, if the Guerriere mounted but 48 guns, the 
American had equivalent to 72 of the same calibre. 
With this tremendous superiority, and a crew near- 
ly double that of the Guerriere, with the power al- 
so of choosing a position, which enabled her to 
sweep her adversary’s decks with her numerous 
musketry, Was there, I ask, a possibiltiy of our 
brave tars, effecting any thing even if their masts 
had not gone? Had the Constitution been the Eng- 
lish frigate, and the Guerrierc the Amer:can, I am 
confident that in twenty minutes, instead of two 
hours, our tars had sent their lubberly opponents 
to the bottem. 

Had the brave captain Dacres, when his bowsprit, 
got foul of the Constitution’s mizzen rigging, made 
a desperate effort to board, from an intimate know- 
ledge of the qualities of the seamen of the two na- 
tions, I feel convinced we should have overcome all 
opposition ; but let not this be considered a censure 
on the conduct of an officer who so valiantly defend- 
ed his colors. 








If my countrymen are so ill-informed of the prow- 


Does the minister wantjess of the American seamen, let it be remembered 


that the gallant capt. Bingham could defend himselt 
for two hours ina contemptible gun-brig, against 
one of these immense frigates (certainly the largest 
that ever fioated) when an English 36, in four broad- 


to Lendon news, where a great part of the mystery | sides would have sent such a vessel as the Little 


of printing is to deceive with a good grace. Indeed, | 
we may safely aver we have artists in our own. 


Belt to the bottom ; and let it be further remember- 
ed, that since that, the Nautilus, a vessel of about 


country us good as they in the business of mun-|the same size, has maintained a similar action, for, 
alaughter—for, in a town of Massachusetts, they) I believe, the same space of time. 


{the printers] easily killed the whole of Dear- 


I expect the public will hear before long of some 


sorn’s force by some sort of afever! If the read-|other misfortunes, similar to the capture of the 


er wilirefer to the official papers in the first vo-| 
lume of the Reeisren, he will find the affair (for 
it cannot be called « fight) with the Jattle Belt, | 
lasted in all but about ten minutes. The gallant) 


fight of the “Nautilus” is news to us—we never 
before heard of such a vessel belonging to the 
British ; for the brig they took from us of that 


name is called the “Young Emolous”—but when 





and where she hada battie we have yet to learn. 

The article is ‘all a le.” 

To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle, Oct. 15, 1812. 

Sin—In so great a naval and commercial nation as 
England, it is astonishing that the nature of the ac- 
tion between the Guerriere and the Constitution 
should either have aroused so much feeling, or 
have been so little understood. The public will, 
perhaps, attend to the following statement of a 
naval officer, jealous of his country’s honor. 

An English frigate of 38 guns should certainly 
if no extraordinary accident befal her) capture a 44 
gun sbip of any nation; but if that 44, by superior 
sailing, and by having the advantage of the wind, 
should be able to choose her position, and vary her 
distance as may suit her convenience, (which is the 
case with the Constitution) it is very problematical 
whether an English $8, under such unfavorable cir- 
cumstances, could conquer her adversary; and if 
‘in addition these important advantages, the enem 
should have so large a crew, and so vastly a superi- 
er weight of metal as the Americans possessed in 
this action, Ihave no hesitation in declaring, that 
unless some accident, such as the loss of a mast or 
a shot in the rudder, should befal the enemy, no 
valor however heroic, nor seamanship however' dex- 





trous, could obtain a victory. 


It will be found by multiplying the number of) peared and has not since returned. 


guns of the respective ships, by the weight of shot, 


Guerricre, for Iam convinced that one of the Ameri- 
can 4-4 gun frigates (they are laid downon the keels 
of 74’s) is equal, in weight of metal and complement 
of men, to any 50 gun ship of any nation in Europe. 
AN OLD NAVAL OFFICER. 





Frost Bit. 
The sufferings of children and others in this climate, 
by chilblaims, is great, and in some cases distressing. 

A cure, easy, quick, cheap, and every where at 
hand, imay save many a child and the loving mother 
some pungent pangs. 

One of my young folks complained “the chilblains 
are come again, O how they itch, ihey are allin lumps ; 
what shal! I do? 

A lady from the eastward ona visit at my house, 
said “when I was young, I was so afflicted with 
frosted fect, that after suffering till my heels were 
full of holes I was obliged to hie in bed. A friend ad- 
vised souking them in water from the pump-—this 
cured me effectually, and I have never been troubled 
with frost bit feet since. 

The feetof the child above mentioned was imme- 
diately put into pump watcr,and kept there near half 
an hour, a few times gently rubbed with the hand, 
wiped dry, and she put to bed and completely cured. 

I preposed to and prevailed on some others te try 
it, in all which cases it succeeded. 

I have myself for about 15 years back, applied 
every wintet roasted turnips to remove this lacerat- 
ing disorder—I now concluded to try the water. I 
kept the affected part in exactly twenty minutes— 
before the time expired the heat was gone, the sore- 
ness easy, and by morning the inflammation disap- 
ae 
Germantown, January 8, 1815. { Poulso. 











